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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Fifteenth Report — “Corruption Risks of Controlled Operations and Informants” — Tabling 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [10.23 am]: I present for tabling the fifteenth report of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled “Corruption Risks of Controlled Operations and Informants”.  

[See paper 3485.] 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The parliamentary committee that is charged with overseeing the Corruption and Crime 
Commission has found that the CCC has not been proactive in its oversight of high-risk practices of the WA 
Police. Our committee is concerned that the CCC has not demonstrated proactive oversight of the way in which 
the WA Police manages the risks associated with informants or the deployment of undercover officers in 
policing drugs and prostitution. The report on the corruption risks of controlled operations and informants is very 
important and is one that I urge members to examine closely and in context, especially as this Parliament is 
looking at a review of our Corruption and Crime Commission Act.  

Last year as our committee was inquiring into whether the CCC should be given the jurisdiction to directly 
investigate organised crime, we learned that significant corruption risks are inherent to some of the fundamental 
tools used in the fight against organised crime. The practice of using informants and conducting controlled 
operations are two such high-risk tools. The committee then set out to develop a proper appreciation of these 
risks and an understanding of how these risks are managed in our WA context. During our inquiry, both the WA 
Police and the CCC reassured the committee that their procedures for managing the risks associated with these 
practices are painstaking and thorough. The CCC, however, was not able to vouch for the assertions of the WA 
Police in this regard as these areas of activity had not been the subject of any investigation or analysis by the 
CCC. Our committee is reassured that the CCC has, as a result of our inquiry process, given two significant 
undertakings to enhance its oversight of the WA Police. Our committee gave draft reports to the police and the 
CCC and we worked very closely with them so that we were able to take into account their views of our draft 
findings before we came to the position of tabling a well-researched report with significant findings and 
recommendations. It is a positive outcome of our inquiry that the CCC has already responded by agreeing to 
review the activities of the WA Police in policing drugs and prostitution. The committee will monitor what 
results from this change in policy. The committee believes that this new approach will significantly benefit 
Western Australian society.  

While the government has recently restated its intent to extend the jurisdiction of the CCC to permit it to directly 
investigate organised crime, this recent inquiry by the committee has strengthened the committee’s belief that the 
push for the CCC to take on an enhanced organised crime role is, at best, premature. The fact that this inquiry 
has identified deficiencies in the way in which the CCC performs its duties only further highlights the difficulty 
faced by the CCC in fully discharging its current important functions without the burden and distraction of an 
expanded organised crime role. I draw attention to page 27 of the report and to my comments in a closed hearing 
attended by three senior CCC officers on 23 February 2011 in which I sought information on how much work or 
what proportion of the oversight of the CCC was concerned with overseeing controlled operations of the police 
and their management of informants. The latter part of this question was not addressed by the CCC.  

I note that our committee has always worked very, very closely with the police and the CCC on anticorruption 
matters. We believe that in this case there is significant room for improvement. The committee wants the CCC to 
engage more directly and specifically with the WA Police, particularly in the areas of education and prevention, 
as it is a unique entity within the WA public sector. Of course, it is an entity for which the risks of misconduct 
and corruption are significantly greater than they are for the public service generally, owing to the role played by 
police in society and the powers commensurate with that role. Yesterday, in our public hearing with the 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission, he revealed that of more than 300 complaints 
referred to the CCC regarding the police, only one has been fully investigated by the CCC, the others being 
referred back to the police. This is a significant issue on which the parliamentary inspector will finalise a 
complete report. He will report back to the committee, and we will table his report in Parliament. I very seriously 
urge members to take notice of our recommendation, particularly regarding bills before the house and the review 
of the CCC that is coming to this Parliament, and I urge members to read this report carefully. 
 


